
eucalypt christmas 

tree.webp
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President’s Message 
       November 2021

Dear Members 
 

During the last few weeks NCWWA has 
completed the move out of 160 Hay Street – 
unfortunately a number of people in the City  
of Perth could have been more helpful and 
accommodating- there are still a couple of 
matters to finalise.  Thank you to Merrill Cole 
and Sally Plummer for helping with the move. 
NCWWA will need to find a new home and 
hopefully early in the New Year that will happen. 

 
In the meantime the NCWWA Executive has 
continued to meet. The 2022 STEM Bursary 
application is now open and details are available 
in this Newsletter. If any NCWWA member 
knows of someone studying STEM in 2022 please 
encourage them to apply for the NCWWA STEM 
Bursary. 
 
NCWWA remains involved with the WA 
Women's Hall of Fame (WAWHOF) Committee.  
I was re-elected to the Committee and Sally 
Plummer was also re-elected as Treasurer. 
Nominations for the WAWHOF are now open 
and details on how to nominate a woman who 
has made a significant difference in Western 
Australia are also included in this Newsletter. 
 

The national action plan on waste and recycling 
was first established in November 2019. 
A National Recycling Week- (8-14 November)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
is an important week with 
activities to remind the 
community about the need  
to halve the amount of 
organic waste sent to landfill, 
reduce the waste from 
clothing, e waste and plastics to name but a few. 
 

Waste from clothing makes a significant 
contribution to the 74.1 million tonnes of waste 
that Australia produces each year. Every year 
about 800,000 tonnes of textile waste goes to 
landfill. Australia is the second highest consumer 
of textiles per person in the world after the 
Unites States of America. Each Australian 
purchases an average of 27 kilograms of new 
clothing per year and disposes an average 23 
kilograms of clothing to landfill each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In 2018-2019 539,000 tonnes of waste electrical 
and electronic equipment was estimated to be 
generated across Australia. 
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Currently around half of waste electrical and 
electronic equipment is recycled and half 
disposed in landfill. Some electrical and 
electronic equipment contains toxic chemicals 
such as lead, mercury and arsenic. Most 
Australian landfills are unlined especially in 
regional and remote locations which means toxic 
materials can leach into the ground and from 
there to surface water in surrounding 
environments. 
 

Plastic waste continues to be problematic. 

Governments around Australia are attacking the 

plastic problem on five fronts, through 

legislation, investment, industry targets, 

research and development and community 

education. Western Australia introduced a 

Container Deposit Scheme in October 2020.  

All States except Tasmania and Victoria have a 

Container deposit Scheme. However much more 

needs to be done by business especially 

supermarkets and consumers themselves. 

 
 

Minister for Women's Safety Anne Ruston 
recently introduced a payment to help women 
escape domestic violent relationships. It is a  
one-off payment of up to $5000 to help them 
establish a life free of violence. Under the two-
year 'Escaping Violence Payment trial women 
will receive financial assistance of up to $1500 in 
cash with the remainder available for goods and 
services or direct payment of bonds, school fees 
or other support to help establish a safe home. 
The Uniting Care Australia Consortium has been  
selected as the service provider to deliver the 
payments and will also support women to  
engage with other relevant services that support 
women and their children. 
 

 
Breast cancer treatment has been expanded  
on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS)  
to help improve an important treatment for  
Australians (mostly women) battling a form of 
breast cancer. Verzenia has been listed on the 
PBS and will also be expanded for use in 
combination with Fulvestrant. 
 

More than 2700 new or amended listings on the 
PBS have been approved by the Australian 
Government since 2013 ensuring more 
Australians can access affordable medicines 
when they need them. 

 

NCWWA is pleased the Western Australian 
Government 'Lower fees, local skills program has 
been extended further with another thirty TAFE 
Courses discounted along with the introduction 
of reduced fees for workers in critical industries 
needing to up-skill. The new initiatives are being 
jointly funded through a $103.5 million 
agreement between the State and Federal 
Government. 
 

Workers in industries which have a critical need 
to up-skill workers including childcare, aged and 
disability carers (mostly women) will be able to 
access low fee 'existing worker traineeships'. 
 

The childcare industry has an urgent need to  
up-skill existing workers to meet the sectors 
mandatory accreditation requirements for a 
qualified workforce. There are now 210 courses 
with heavily reduced fees- up to 72% - and has 
so far trained a significant number of people-
mostly women. 
 

National Scams Awareness Week highlights the 
number of scams and scam calls in the last few 
months. Many are appearing to come from 
legitimate government sender IDs -including ATO 
Centrelink and MyGov. There is no silver bullet 
to reducing scams - we must all report scams and 
the Australian government must continue to 
work with the telco industry to fight them. 
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The International Day of People with Disability is  
3 December. One in six Australians  
are estimated to have a disability – around  
4.4 million people. Like everyone, people with  
a disability want a high quality of life. To achieve  
this, they seek access to and pursue outcomes  
across all areas of life, such as education, 
employment healthcare housing and justice. 
 
Australians aged between 71-79 years of age will 
continue to be able to receive a free Zoster shingles 
vaccine with the Australian Government extending  
the program for another two years to October 2023.  
To date more than 1.2 million Australians have received a free shingles vaccine as part of the program. 
Shingles is a painful rash which can blister caused by the same virus as chickenpox. It is a serious infection 
that is particularly debilitating for older people especially women. As people get older they are at greater 
risk of experiencing more severe and long lasting pain associated with the shingles infection, so 
prevention with vaccination is always a better option than treatment.  
 
My term as President NCWA is about to come to an end - it has been an extremely productive three years 
and I am extremely proud of the work NCWA has been able to achieve. There is of course much more 
work that needs to be done and I am sure the new NCWA Executive will continue its important advocacy 
work. I would like to place on record my sincere thanks to Merrill Cole, Angela Diamond and Annie Kiefer 
whose term will expire at the end of November. Barbara Baikie and I will continue as members of the 
NCWA Executive. I wish the incoming President, Chiou See Anderson every success. 
 

A new date has now been obtained from the QT Hotel in Canberra for the NCWA Triennial Conference to 
be held Thursday 31 March 2022 and Friday 1 April 2022. The new NCWA Executive will continue to work 
with developing the conference program and other associated events.  I would also like to place on record 
my sincere thanks to the Commonwealth Bank for its ongoing sponsorship and support. My 
disappointment during my three year term as NCWA President is not being able to organise an NCWA 
Conference however thank goodness a pandemic does not come along too often. Hopefully by the new 
Triennial Conference date Australia will be back to being one country again and borders will be open for 
all to freely travel to the other States and Territories. 
 
The NCWWA AGM has been scheduled for Monday 13 December 2021 – however I have yet to have 
confirmation of a venue for the meeting. 
 

Robyn Nolan 
President NCWWA 
0417917 294 
robynmn@bigpond.net.au  
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WA WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME 
 

The WA Women’s Hall of Fame was first established in 2011 in recognition 
of the Centenary of International Women’s Day, held annually on 8 March. 
The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to acknowledge and celebrate the 
enormous contributions and achievements women have made to Western 
Australia’s community, history, and culture.  
  
This acknowledgement and celebration happens through an annual 
process by which a selected number of women are inducted to the 
WAWHOF. There are two parts to the annual campaign. The first is the 
call for nominations, then the Ceremony, which is held approximately 
three months later.    

 
Nominations are now open for 2022 and close 4 February 2022. 
  
This year’s inductees will be selected from one of eight categories: STEM, encompassing the areas of 
science; technology, engineering, and mathematics, Business, Community, which acknowledges the  
work done by women to help improve the lives of other individuals and groups, Health, Education, 
Culture which recognizes the work and achievements of women in strengthening and supporting,  
the beliefs, objectives and key messages of their culture, Arts, and Sport.  Nominations will also be 
considered for the ‘Roll of Honour’, to be inducted posthumously. 
  
The nomination form will be available to download from WAWHOF website. 
If you have any questions, please email wawomenshof@gmail.com 
 
  

NCWA TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
 

 
A new date has been obtained for the NCWA Triennial 
Conference and Reception at Government House. 
The new date is Thursday 31 March 2022 and  
Friday 1 April 2022. 
  
The Triennial Conference will still be held at the QT Canberra. 
A number of guest speakers have confirmed for the new date  
of the Conference next year. Panel sessions will also be a 
component of the Conference. 

Speakers include: 
Senator the Hon Anne Ruston, Minister for Families and Social Services; Minister for Women’s Safety 
Senator the Hon Amanda Stoker, Assistant Minister for Women 
Sharon Claydon MP, Member for Newcastle 
Louise Marcus, Board Chair Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
Michael Fotheringham MD AHURI 
  
A Reception will be held on the Thursday evening at Government House hosted by the NCWA Patron  
Her Excellency Mrs Linda Hurley 
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STEM BURSARY 2022 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2022 
 

Applications are open for the NCWWA 2022 STEM Bursary. The Bursary is available to a female student 
studying a STEM course in Western Australia at a year 12, TAFE or University level.  
Applicants must be Australian Citizens.  
 

The Bursary will be awarded again in 2022.  
 

Applications close 12 noon Friday 11 March 2022 
 

Each applicant must complete the NCWWA STEM Bursary application form and address the criteria:  

• academic excellence  

• financial need  

• study in a non-traditional area for women  

• how studies will benefit women, families and the wider community  
 

Please promote the NCWWA STEM Bursary to all who may be eligible to apply.  
 

Application  forms  are included at the back of this NCWWA Newsletter. 
 
 

 VALE 
 

  
The President and Members of National Council of  

Women Western Australia (NCWWA) extend their  

deepest condolences to the families of former  

Life members of NCWWA on their recent passing. 
  

                                            Peg Ayres 

                                           Peg Martin 

                                          Joyce Morris 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Date of the NCWWA Annual General Meeting 
Monday 13 December 2021 

Venue to be advised 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
NATIONAL COUNCIL of WOMEN WA Inc. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & 

MATHEMATICS BURSARY 2022 
 

CLOSING DATE:  12 NOON on Friday 11 March 2022 
 

Applications are called for the 2022 Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics  

(STEM) Bursary available to a female student studying a STEM course in Western Australia  

at a Year 12, TAFE or University level. Applicants must be Australian Citizens. 

One Bursary will be awarded. 

 

The cash amount of: 

• $1,200.00 will be presented to the successful applicant. 

 

And may be used to support further study: 

• Course fees including summer school courses 

• Study aids/text books 

• Attendance at seminars and/or conferences 

• Other – Please outline 

 

Complimentary membership of NCWWA will be provided to the Bursary winner for one year. 

 

The Bursary winner will be announced April 2022. 

Applicants will be notified of the results by email after that date. 

The decision of the award panel will be final. 

The Bursary Recipient is required to report to NCWWA on how the bursary has assisted  

their study. 

 

The National Council of Women WA is a voluntary organisation formed in 1911 to advance  

the cause of women and the welfare of society.  In awarding this Bursary, NCWWA aims to: 

• Recognise academic excellence 

• Address financial need 

• Encourage study in areas non-traditional for women 

• Recognise the extent to which studies will benefit women, families and the wider  

      community. 

 

 

 
 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN WA Inc. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATHEMATICS BURSARY 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

Name of Student: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 

 

Nominator: _________________________________Position: _______________________ 

 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________ Email Address: ________________________________ 
 

(Note: The Nominator may be a teacher, lecturer, family member, NGO Organisation) 

 

Study Institution in 2021: ____________________________________________________ 

 

Course/Level: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Proposed Study Institution/Course of Study in 2022: ______________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Bursary will be used to finance:  Please tick: 

 

          Course fees         Study Aids           Conference/Seminar Attendance       Other 
 

 

Reason for Application: Add extra pages as needed.  Nominators are required to address the  

selection criteria of: 
 

• Academic Excellence 

• Financial Need 

• Study in a non-traditional area for women 

• How studies will benefit women, families and the wider community 

Application must be accompanied by a current Curriculum Vitae. 
 

(Supporting documentation including 2 referees and academic results, including 

 2021 results is also required). 
 

Completed form and CV should be sent to: 
 

Bursary Panel 

National Council of Women WA 

P.O. Box 6224 

East Perth WA 6892 
 

Closing date for applications:  12 Noon on Friday 11 March 2022 

For further information: Contact:  Robyn Nolan, NCWWA President  

       Mobile 0417 917 294 

       Email: robynmn@bigpond.net.au  
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